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September Newsletter 2020 

Please send your experiments and learnings to 
James Kang at jkang@calpacumc.org. We will 
get this online platform up and running, and I look 
forward to your submissions! 

**** 

Stemming from the legislation that was passed at 

our 2020 Annual Conference Sessions, a team of 

our key Black leaders has come together to 

develop initial plans to revitalize our historic 

Black churches and communities. We will be 

holding our first organizing meeting of Black 

clergy and key lay leaders on Sunday, September 

13, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. I am really excited about the 

plans for this meeting, and believe that this will 

launch us into a significant future. 

For inspiration this week: Dr. Arthur Kleinman 

who teaches at Harvard, wrote a wonderful article 

on the care of his late wife during the last year of 

her battle with Alzheimer’s disease. They also 

faced the isolation from sheltering in place due to 

COVID-19. He advocates the importance of daily 

rituals – small but meaningful moments during 

each day that bring joy and happiness. The last 

paragraph of his article: 

We can all learn how to endure with 
purpose and make this a period of 
emotional and moral transformation. 
A plague, as Albert Camus knew, is 
the moment to ask what life is for. 
The response to Covid-19 suggests 
one answer: care for yourself and 
others. So take a breath and take the 
time to change the daily rituals that 
make up life. Throw yourself into 
them as if your life were at stake, 
which it is. 

(Printed in the Wall Street Journal: “How Rituals 
and Focus Can Turn Isolation Into a Time for 
Growth” by Dr. Arthur Kleinman)                                                   

Be the Hope, 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 

                                                        Pastor Jim 

         

                   Bishop Hagiya’s Briefing                            

          (August 17, 2020) 

 

     After my last briefing, I received a number of really 

helpful suggestions and reflections, and I encourage you 

to continue to send these in. My hope is that we will be 

flooded with new experiments and innovations, and some 

of these may turn out to be “game-changers” in creating a 

new paradigm for our church. As I mentioned previously, 

during the COVID-19 shutdown, this is our greatest 

opportunity to experiment and try new things. Everyone 

has permission to fail, and there will be quite a few 

failures due to the nature of our experimentation. 

As we remember during the restart of Major League 
Baseball, a top hitter will only be successful 3 out of 10 
times at the plate. This means that the best hitters in 
baseball will make an out 7 of 10 times! If we are 
successful in a new ministry endeavor with that same 
success rate, I will take it every time! But we have to start 
experimenting. How many experiments has your church 
started since the pandemic? I would like to challenge 
every church to try a minimum of 10 during this shut-
down period. 

We also have to learn from each mistake. The U.S. Army 
does an excellent job when it comes to this learning. They 
perform an “After-Action-Review” (AAR) after every 
exercise, mission or performance. It is a rigorous process 
where they document what went right or wrong and what 
they need to do differently the next time. They have built a 
learning culture that continues to get better after every 
new experiment. 

With this in mind, we are creating an online platform 

where we would like to post every one of your 

experiments and learnings, both successes and failures. 

We need everyone to contribute to this learning by posting 

what you have tried and what you have learned from it. 

Once again, this means both our successes and failures. 

We will start with the ones that I have received, but we 

need many more. Every church needs to start 

experimenting, and with our sheer numbers, we will find 

some that will make a huge difference! 

**** 
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Happy Birthday to You!   

 
Happy Anniversary to You!      

 
May God bless & Keep you   

 
               another year through!     

 

Anniversaries 

         Sep 7 Jim & Barbara Miller 

         Sep 17 Forest & Miriam Tennant 

Birthdays  

Sep 3 Chris Lugar 

Sep 4 Jon Farias 

Sep 4 Gary George 

Sep 5 James Krieg (12yrs old) 

Sep 9 Norman Burgess 

Sep 10 Sandra Barnett 

Sep 14 Lidya Morrison 

Sep 16 Susie Leinbach 

Sep 18 Ryan Paulo 

Sep 19 Donald Scheliga 

Sept 20 Gianna Rose Figueroa (4yrs old) 

Sep 20 Pedro Toro 

Sep 24 Larry Clement 

Sep 25 Victoria Contreras  

Sep 25 Amelie Leinbach (3yrs old) 

Sep 26 Ampy Paulo 

Sep 28  Noel Coffman 

Sep 28 Frank Contreras Jr. 

Sep 28 Karen Pang 

                                          Thank You 

-To all those who give their time for the up-keep of the church grounds.  

-Beverly Bulthuis for her caretaking of the flower gardens! 

 -Carolyn & Dan Arndt for the rock garden donation. 

         -Hing Pang, Ruben Garrido, Scott Bledsoe for our virtual music. 

                          -To all those who continue to donate to our food pantry                                               

                     (Carolyn Arndt, Alivia & Wendy Marinoff, Barbara Roddy) 

                                  -Linda Robinson for donating 250 communion kits,                                                    

                   office supplies (case of paper, stamps) & Sunday School supplies. 

                                  -Marilyn Krieg & Mar Smith for office stamps, envelopes & volunteer time. 

                                      -Ampy Paulo for office stamps for giving statements. 

                                    -Gary George for his help in finance management. 

                                 -Alivia & Wendy Marinoff for the Sunday School office chair! 

 

New Members Welcome!                                                                      

If you are interested in becoming a member 

contact Pastor Jim  at the church office  

   626-967-7996 or cell phone 808-346-7557 



Mutual Ministries 

Inspirational Prayer: “The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind 
together will see it. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” Isaiah 40:5 
 

Prayer Concerns:  Maise K. - having overall testing. Prayers for strength & healing. 

(Maggie Pang’s sister); Ted B. - recently tested positive for COVID-19 (Scott 

Bledsoe’s father); The Sizemore Family in the recent heart attack death of their 22 

year old son Joshua who received a heart transplant in May 2018. He collapsed and 

died at his bachelor party. (friends of Virginia Biacsi & Larry Clement); The family of Maria Luisa Victor who 

passed away August 7th from COVID-19. Ellen Wright– healing from stomach problems. Barbara Miller - healing 

& progressing very well from throat surgery.; Jessie Ochoa– diagnosed with COVID-19 (Lidya Morrison’s 

brother); Carolyn– recently diagnosed with COVID-19, passed away. (Ruby Miranda’s sister); Reverend Fred 

Cook– died peacefully July 25th.;  Michael –unresponsive, recovering from a stroke. (Maggie Pang’s nephew).; 

Luis D. & Zayda’s family- Luis has stage 4 kidney cancer (friends of Lidya Morrison);   Marcial R.– nurse who 

contracted Covid 19 from work. He is do well now! (co-worker of Annie Nalapo); Rosa-working on front lines City 

of Glendale (Lidya Morrison’s sister-in-law);  David M. recovery 2nd hip replacement surgery. (son of Gwen & 

Duane Marshall);  Mark T - full recovery from heart attack. (nephew-in-law of Lidya Morrison); Jeff L - healing 

from back injury. (Pat White’s son-in-law); Hazel S.–multiple myeloma, COPD (friend of Pastor Jim);  Kevin D. - 

prostate cancer (brother of Corenda Ford);   Lodi M. - complete healing from infection (Lidya Morrison’s sister-in-

law); Carol T.– brain aneurysm surgery recovery (friend of Annie Nalapo); Sandy D. – complete healing from fall. 

(friend of Pat White);   Pete L. - colon cancer healing. (brother-in-law of Lidya Morrison); Leroy A. -strength & 

endurance.;  Judy S. - COPD (friend of Pat White);  Rev. Myron W.– healing (friend of Pastor Jim);  Barbara J.– 

lung cancer (friend of Virginia Biacsi); Forrest M.-comfort in his illness & Carolyn & Greg Arndt as caregivers; 

Norman B.– comfort & healing. (friend of Pastor Jim); Ernest W.– back and leg pains; Thelma M.-well being and 

healing from arthritis. Claude H.–adjustments from heart diflibalator ; Wilbur O. - overall   healing;   Doug H.– 

uplifting and healing from cancer (Virginia Biacsi’s brother); Larry C. - healing from continued eye procedures & 

treatments; Our Church, Our U. S. Government, World Leaders and World Peace! Those stricken by coronavirus, 

addictions, natural disasters (Fires & Hurricanes), terrorism, world bombings, gun violence, peaceful protestors, 

immigrants & families. Our men and women in the military and their families. All those people who work on the 

front lines to protect and heal us each and everyday! 

Missionaries: Tim Revett & Family (Paraguay) along with the pastors and ministries of the Paraguayan Methodist 

Church and the New Horizon Methodist School; Joint Commission in (Mexico); Chillah M. Waziri in (Nigeria). 

Nursing Home/ Hospital: Betty Batcheller, Bruce Leinbach, Irene Fleck, Shane Crum, Barbara Dugan,        

Dottie Morris 

Shut-ins and Homebound:  Pat White, Sadie Williams 

Military Service: Ann Marie Housen - Army Reserves Sgt. 1st Class, LTC Housen deployed to Kuwait;  Kevin 

Cruzado -US Marine Corp. Medical Active Duty (Padayao’s grandson);  Alyssa Nalapo-Army Private 1st Class.              

Joys & Celebrations:  UMW East Winds Newsletter - August 2020 Part II featured a photo and article of our 

UMW President Beverly Bulthuis and other Cal-Pac Conference Leaders who supported the local mission 

providing face masks and head gear to the Methodist Hospital of Southern California. Our church “Sewing Super 

Heroes” included  Carolyn Arndt, Virginia Biacsi, Corenda Ford, Barbara Miller & Marlynne 

Pavalella.  Please contact Beverly Bulthuis for more information: 626.623.9540 or if you would like to join this 

group! 

New Address:    Corenda Ford & Vanessa Ford have relocated to Georgia. Please drop them a hello at their  

new home address: 119 Stoney Creek Pkwy Woodstock, Ga  30188. We will truly miss them! 

 



                                                                      

Sunday, September 13th 

will be 

Grandparents Day! 

You can donate to this Special Day providing funds to our             

Education Fund! 

                                                      

                                                         We hope you will join us for virtual worship on this day! 

 Celebrate 

National Hispanic Heritage Month 

September 15th - October 15th 

We celebrate the contributions and achievements of the 

diverse cultures within the Hispanic community.  

Monday, September 7th 

Labor Day 

Labor Day for the year 2020 is celebrated/ 
observed on Monday, September 7th. 

 

Labor Day is a United States federal holiday 

observed on the first Monday of September 

annually. The day celebrates the American labor movement and the contributions and 

achievements of the American worker. In the United States Labor Day is the three 

day weekend ending the summer season. 



 



West Covina United Methodist Church is an 

oasis for our community and a home for the 

soul...where all are WELCOMED, 

NURTURED and EMPOWERED to go forth 

and participate with God in the 

transformation of the world! 

 

 

 

 

West Covina United Methodist Church 

   Located at 718 S. Azusa Avenue 

 West Covina, CA 91791 

Ph: 626/ 967-7996 

 Pastor  Jim’s Cell: 808/ 346-7557 

 Parsonage: 626/ 653-9472 

Church Office Hours: Tue.-Thurs. 9am-4pm 

Post COVID Worship Service Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 

9:30 am. Sunday School Classes- All Ages 

10:45 Fellowship / Welcoming 

Prayer Room also available 

Email: pastorjim.wcumc@gmail.com 

(or) wcumcoffice1@verizon.net 

    Website: www.westcovinaumc.com  

Follow us: 

 

West Covina United Methodist Church 

718 S. Azusa Ave.                                

West Covina, CA 91791  


