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As devastating as the Coronavirus is, it has forced us 

to move out of the local church paradigm and seek 

alternative ways to do church. Because of this new 

way of thinking, we should not go back to the way it 

was. I know we don’t know of any other reality, and 

we must find ways to preserve the relationship 

building and disciple-sharing at the local level, but a 

new paradigm must emerge out of this crisis. 

This is the “Kairos Moment” for us to experiment, 

innovate and create the new paradigm that will take 

the church into the future. What new shape it will 

take, no one yet knows, but this is our time to create 

the church of the future. We need to take all that we 

cherish at the local church level (relationships, 

disciple-making, preaching and worship, community 

building, fellowship, etc.) and to vision a new way 

this will take place outside of the four walls of our 

buildings. If every one of us works at this new vision 

and experiment with new ways to bring it about, 

something wonderful will break forth. 

All of us need to work together, share what we are 

learning, and plan something dynamic as we work 

our way out of the pandemic. Now is the time for us 

to do something bold and exciting. I want each of 

you to share your thoughts, publicize your plans and 

report on both successes and failures. We will find a 

way to dedicate a communication channel for this 

purpose, but for now, please send me your 

reflections at bishop@calpacumc.org! 

For inspiration this week, Joshua 1:9 says: 

This is my command: Be strong and courageous! Do 

not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God 

is with you wherever you go. 

Be the Hope, 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya 

Los Angeles Area Resident Bishop 

 

          

 

            Bishop Hagiya’s Briefing  

                     (July 27, 2020) 

For the summer months I will try to do a briefing every other 

week, as I am hoping many of you will take some time for 

vacation and renewal. These past months have been filled 

with adapting to new worship formats and trying out new 

ways to reach and care for your congregations, and 

undoubtedly, “crisis fatigue” has settled in. On paper it 

appears we have more time without in-person worships, 

meetings and visitations, but in actuality we are spending 

more time adapting and learning new ways of doing 

ministry. All of you need some time to recharge, renew and 

refresh, as we may be facing a Fall without in-person 

gatherings. Please take the time to rest and relax as we finish 

the summer!  

I am teaching United Methodist Polity this summer, and as I 

go through the material, I can’t help but to filter our Book of 

Discipline and secondary resources on polity through the 

lens of COVID-19. There is nothing in our historical polity 

that would prepare us for this pandemic, and yet the 

historical resources are inspiring in an aspiration sense of 

what the church can be. 

For example, the local church is a relatively new 

phenomenon. Methodists were at our height in the early days 

of our nation when Circuit Riders were assigned to 

geographic areas and the denomination spread through field 

preaching, Class and Band meetings, and Quarterly 

Conferences. It was only around 1920 that the local church 

emerged and, with clergy becoming more educated and 

having families, centered into localized areas. In the next 25 

years the local church became the established norm, and the 

Circuits disappeared. 

Prior to the global pandemic, local church attendance had 

been dropping for decades, and some new form of ministry 

had to emerge if we had any hope for the future.   
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Happy Birthday to You!   

 
Happy Anniversary to You!      

 
May God bless & Keep you   

 
                 another year through!     

 

Anniversaries 

Aug 6            Gary & Karen George (54yrs) 

Aug 24            Fidel & Wilma Padayao (57yrs) 

Aug 25            Duane & Gwen Marshall (64yrs) 

Birthdays  

Aug 3 Benjamin (Jun) Filio II 

Aug 6 Arnell Nalapo 

Aug 7 Susan Bideshi 

Aug 16 Dewey Barnett 

Aug 17 Alyssa Nalapo  

Aug 20 Allen Huang (13 yrs old) 

Aug 20  Michael O. Nuestro Jr. 

Aug 21 Cynthia Filio 

Aug 21 Emma Yan (18 yrs old) 

Aug 22 Barbara Dugan 

Aug 22 Dorothy Morris 

Aug 26 Barbara Roddy 

Aug 28 Elvira Robinson 

Aug 30 Mary Hollifield 

Aug 30 Carolyn Olsen 

Aug 31 Virginia Biacsi 

                                                      Thank You 

        -To all those who give their time for the up-keep of the church grounds.                          

-Thank you Pastor Jim for ordering the cameras & signage for                         

additional church safety. 

            -Thank you to our Scouts for installing the cameras and signage. 

                                       -To Linda Robinson for helping prepare a college going away for Emma Yan! 

                                -To Marilyn Krieg for the new office wall clock & postage stamps! 

-To UMW for completing the masks & bonnets project for the Methodist Hospital in Arcadia! 

                          -To all those who continue to donate to the food pantry! 

         -Thank you Annie Nalapo for the donation of flag markers & fellowship communion kits! 

                            -Thank you Heidi Stevenson for our Welcome Back Flyer! 

New Members Welcome!                                                                      

If you are interested in becoming a member 

contact Pastor Jim  at the church office  

   626-967-7996 or cell phone 808-346-7557 

Please note: UMW will not meet in June through August. Also Choir will be on hiatus June through August. 

 



Mutual Ministries 

Inspirational Prayer: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” John 8:12 
Prayer Concerns:   Ellen Wright– healing from stomach problems. Barbara Miller - 

healing & progressing very well from throat surgery.; Jessie Ochoa– diagnosed with 

COVID-19 (Lidya Morrison’s brother); Carolyn– recently diagnosed with COVID-19, 

passed away. (Ruby Miranda’s sister); Reverend Fred Cook– died peacefully Saturday 

July 25th.;  Michael –unresponsive, recovering from a stroke. (Maggie Pang’s nephew).; Luis D. & Zayda’s 

family- Luis has stage 4 kidney cancer (friends of Lidya Morrison);   Marcial Reyes– nurse who contracted 

Covid 19 from work.  He is doing better! (co-worker of Annie Nalapo); Rosa-working on front lines City of 

Glendale (Lidya Morrison’s sister-in-law); Baby Benito– went home from hospital neo-natal unit! (Bev & Ray  

Bulthuis great-grandson); David M. recovery 2nd hip replacement surgery. (son of Gwen & Duane Marshall);  

Mark T - full recovery from heart attack. (nephew-in-law of Lidya Morrison); Jeff L - healing from back 

injury. (Pat White’s son-in-law); Hazel S.–multiple myeloma, COPD (friend of Pastor Jim); Ann Marie H. - 

deployed to Kuwait; Kevin D. - prostate cancer (brother of Corenda Ford);   Lodi M. - complete healing from 

infection (Lidya Morrison’s sister-in-law); Carol T.– brain aneurysm surgery recovery (friend of Annie 

Nalapo); Sandy D. – complete healing from fall. (friend of Pat White); Pete L. - colon cancer healing. (brother

-in-law of Lidya Morrison); Leroy A. -strength & endurance.; Bruce & Susie L.– transitions;   Judy S. - COPD 

(friend of Pat White);  Rev. Myron W.– healing (friend of Pastor Jim);  Barbara J.– lung cancer (friend of 

Virginia Biacsi);  Forrest M.-comfort in his illness & Carolyn Arndt as caregiver; Norman B.– comfort & 

healing. (friend of Pastor Jim); Ernest W.– back and leg pains; Thelma M.-well being and healing from 

arthritis. Claude H.–adjustments from heart diflibalator ; Wilbur O. - overall   healing; Doug H.– uplifting and 

healing from cancer (Virginia Biacsi’s brother); Larry C. - healing from continued eye procedures & 

treatments; Our Church, Our U. S. Government, World Leaders and World Peace! Those stricken by 

coronavirus, addictions, natural disasters, terrorism, world bombings, gun violence, peaceful protestors, 

immigrants & families. Our men and women in the military and their families.  

Missionaries: Tim Revett & Family (Paraguay) along with the pastors and ministries of the Paraguayan 

Methodist Church and the New Horizon Methodist School; Joint Commission in (Mexico); Chillah M.Waziri 

in (Nigeria). 

Nursing Home / Hospital: Bruce Leinbach, Irene Fleck, Shane Crum, Barbara Dugan, Dottie Morris 

Shut-ins and Homebound: Sadie Williams 

Military Service: Ann Marie Housen - Army Reserves Sgt. 1st Class, LTC Housen;  Kevin Cruzado -US 

Marine Corp. Medical Active Duty (Padayao’s grandson);  Alyssa Nalapo-Army Private 1st Class.              

Joys & Celebrations: Congratulations to All our 2020 Graduates! Congratulations to Emma Yan who 

graduated from Walnut High School. She will be attending John Hopkins University this September.           

We also wish Emma a very Happy 18th Birthday, August 21st!! 

New Address for your Church Directories:  Betty Lesh Batcheller - Sunrise of Fullerton 2226 N. Euclid St. 

Fullerton, CA 92835. 

Prayer Updates: Kindly remember to contact the church office with any updates or changes.                       

The building is closed but the church is open.  We are still here for you, your friends and your families!.  

E-mail and Address Updates:                          

If you have information you would like us to post or update in our newsletter, the deadline is the third 

week of the month.  



WCUMC 2020 Financial Budget $212,808.00       

Monthly Budget needs:  $17,734.00 

(2nd Qtr. Report) 

 

 

 

 

 

Your faithful giving in this difficult time has made it possible for our church to remain a vital presence in 

this community. May God continue to bless you for your love and generosity! 

 

 

            

                                                     

     Sunday, August 2, 2020 

On the first Sunday in August, National Friendship Day encourages people across the country and world 

to connect with friends. Make a new friend or reconnect with an old one.  

Friendship Day! 

Information presented is from Monthly Offering Tally sheets collected through the COVID-19 pandemic.                                                                  
Note: There may be other outside incomes not represented, such as memorial giving, which is not listed in these totals.  
*Offering/Income combines amounts of offering, gifts, designated funds, and facility use. 

 

ADVANCED (TONGAN) LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES CLASSES 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM through Tuesday September 8, 2020 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM 

http://www.calpacumc.org 

Location: Zoom (hosted by Mele Faiva Biagojevich)                                                             
Cost & Deadlines: $20 through August 10, 2020.   

Registrar :  Mele Faviva Biagojevich cell 310.428.6704 or email: Maryblago@gmail.com                                                    

  Classes are:                                                                                                                                                                      
             **Advanced Class Preaching (Tongan). Attendance is required at all sessions for credit.** 

Dates Attendance *Offerings 

April,  May,  June 

Combined Totals 

0 

(Due to Covid-19) 

 

$20,004.43 



                              COMING BACK 
                TOGETHER TO CHURCH 

   Our church services will  resume shortly   

       online, in-person or both! 
Let’s keep the faith until we all meet again 

 

 

 
 

 

They gathered the church together and reported all that God had done 

through them and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.”           

 Act 14:27 



West Covina United Methodist Church is an 

oasis for our community and a home for the 

soul...where all are WELCOMED, 

NURTURED and EMPOWERED to go forth 

and participate with God in the 

transformation of the world! 

 

 

 

 West Covina United Methodist Church 

   Located at 718 S. Azusa Avenue 

 West Covina, CA 91791 

Ph: 626/ 967-7996 

 Fax: 626/ 967-3077 

Pastor  Jim’s Cell: 808/ 346-7557 

 Parsonage: 626/ 653-9472 

Church Office Hours: Tue.-Thurs. 9am-4pm 

Worship Service Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 

9:30 am. Sunday School Classes- All Ages 

10:45 Fellowship / Welcoming 

Prayer Room & Family Room also available 

Email: pastorjim.wcumc@gmail.com 

(or) wcumcoffice1@verizon.net 

    Website: www.westcovinaumc.com Follow us: 

 


