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No, our global climate destruction is continuing to 
spiral out of control, as hurricanes batter our 
South and East Coast, and fire danger haunts us 
and electrical power is cut off on Thanksgiving 
Day for thousands! 

-No, unity of our country seems to get worse and 
worse, as we are polarized by political parties, 
and threats against the very democracy that we 
cherish is at stake. 

It is easy to lose hope and turn to pessimism, and 
yet we have this choice to turn to a series of 
“Yeses” that are just as viable as the “Noes:” 

-Yes, major vaccines are in final trials, and an 
antidote to COVID-19 appears to be right around 
the corner for millions. 

-Yes, the anti-racism agenda is not going to go 
away, and resources and literature to wage 
against racism continues to plow fertile ground 
daily. 

-Yes, we continue to be resilient in the face of 
natural disasters, and we pick up the pieces and 
continue to rebuild. 

-Yes, a new Presidential administration is about 
to take office, and their stated agenda is to unify 
the nation, directly tackle COVID-19, economic 
rebuilding, and anti-racism work. 

What we must remember is that our Christian 
faith is built on the very brink of hopelessness and 
despair. When Jesus was crucified and buried, 
his movement seemed lost and done. Yet, God 
turned this despair upside down in the divine act 
of resurrection. In the midst of death and despair, 
Easter is born and Jesus’ life is given so that all 
may have life. In the very fabric of our faith, there 
is always hope over despair, light over darkness, 
and life over death! 

So, as Christians we can proudly proclaim: 
“Rejoice in the Lord always, again, I say 
Rejoice!” This is far from an empty platitude – It 
stems from deep within our souls, and we must 
proclaim it to all the world. 

As bad as the year 2020 has been, I am so 
thankful for all that God has given me. I am 
thankful and rejoice in all of you: To our clergy 
who have remained faithful and tirelessly adapted 
when our worships are shut down…To our laity 
who have worked side by side with our clergy in 
making church happen in a new way, and 
continuing to support the church with their 
service,  

         

 

                        Merry Christmas 

  
As we enter the Advent season it has been just over nine 
months since we gathered for worship. It seems like an 
eternity. If I have learned any thing from this pandemic it 
is that I am NOT cut out to be a TV preacher!! How I miss 
seeing your faces each Sunday! Looking into your faces 
is much more comforting than looking into a camera! How 
long How long, O LORD, must I call for help? But you do 
not listen! “Violence is everywhere!” I cry, but you do not 
come to save. 

Advent is a season of anticipation and waiting. We are not 
particularly good at waiting. We live in an instant society 
and demand instant gratification. But scripture reminds 
us, “For every matter has its time and way, although the 
troubles of mortals lie heavy upon them. (Ecclesiastes 8:6)” 
Today the “troubles of mortals” may well be seen Covid 
19 and that would be an understatement. We have been 
awaiting a vaccine/cure for Covid and a vaccine is just 
around the corner and for that we give thanks to God. 

During the unusual season of Advent we have the 
knowledge that Christ has already come and our salvation 
has been accomplished. Today we eagerly await Christ’s 
return along with countless other Christians knowing that 
all things happen in God’s good time. Let us continue to 
wait patiently as we trust in God, that God’s Realm will be 
established in God’s good time and trust that God will 
remember those who have been faithful. 

I wish you a blessed Christmas and paraphrasing a 
Jewish song sung at the end of the Passover Seder, 
“Next year in the sanctuary!” 

Merry Christmas! 

I would like to share with you a portion of Bishop Hagiya’s 
briefing for 11/30. 

“As I write this during Thanksgiving week, I am reminded 
of the tremendous contractions going on in our present 
lives. On the one hand there is so much trouble and 
sorrow that we are facing in our world. On the other hand, 
we are in a season of profound thanksgiving that we 
cannot ignore. So, we find ourselves perplexed, uncertain 
and confused. 

There are so many “Noes” we are currently facing: 

-No, the COVID-19 pandemic is not going away, and in 
fact it is getting worse with no real end in sight. 

-No, the specter of racism is not abating in our world, and 
we are distracted from the work of anti-racism that should 
be our focus. 



 
Happy Birthday to You!   
 
Happy Anniversary to You!      
 
May God bless & keep you   
 
 another year through!     

 

Anniversaries 
Dec. 8 Annie & Arnell Nalapo 

Dec. 18 Hing & Maggie Pang 

Birthdays  

Dec. 2 Tim Hurney 

Dec. 8 Ivan Edmond Luu (9yrs old) 

Dec. 10 James Heathcote 

Dec. 11 Duane Marshall 

Dec. 14 Leroy Alexander 

Dec. 25 Ellen Wright 

Dec. 26 Logan Isaac Figueroa (10yrs old) 

Dec. 27 Amy Hurney 

Dec. 28 Laycee Brawley (10yrs old) 

Dec. 29 Carole Mullner 

Dec. 31 Reverend Manny Orio 

                                              Thank You 

  - Everyone who participated in making our Virtual Annual Charge Conference a success! 

                -Thanks to our Boy Scouts for recent camera installation and ground clean-up! 

-Marilyn Krieg for her donation of paper, office supplies and volunteer time in the office. 

-Ruby Miranda for her donation to purchase office stamps for mail outs to our sick & shut-ins. 

-Linda Robinson for her preparation time for Advent Wreaths & 66thAnniversary Bookmarks  for church fundraisers.       

Also her gift of the Advent Daily Devotional Calendar and office stamps! 

-Gary George for his time and preparation of “The Seasons & Colors of Worship” booklet of WCUMC paraments as a 

fundraiser and our beautiful Advent Altar Flower arrangement! 

-Lidya Morrison & Ray Bulthuis for tile donations to the recent Parsonage flooring repair. Thank you Ray Bulthuis for 

coordinating this project! 

-Cynthia Filio-Director of Childrens/Youth Choir for her time & gift of our “Thanksgiving Youth Video” last week!         

Many thanks to all the young people & their parents for allowing their participation! We are so blessed indeed. 

-Hing Pang for his time & virtual assistance on the Heifer Project this year! 

-Thanks to everyone who assist with our weekly production of our virtual worship services! Especially Pastor Jim for our 

video editing and Scott Bledsoe for taping our sessions! 

-God bless our cheerful givers! Thanks to those who turned in their Annual Giving Cards. Also thank you to those who 

were able to increase their tithes during this COVID 19 pandemic. 

We appreciate you All!  

tithes and offerings…To our churches who have  
hung on and remained faithful when all the external 
indicators have looked as though we might have to shut our 
doors for good. 

As Paul reminds us: The Lord is near.  Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

I find myself praying everyday this very prayer: In 

Thanksgiving to all of you who have remained faithful and 

given your all to the church, and requesting from God the 

many “Yeses” that I have mentioned above. Truly, the Lord 

is near to each and every one of us, and we have nothing 

to fear or despair over.” 

 

                                                              Merry Christmas! 

 

                                                                                            

                 Pastor Jim 



Mutual Ministries 

Inspirational Prayer: The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O Lord, endures 
forever—.”      Psalm 138:8 
Prayer Concerns:   Rene– having trouble breathing. (Juanita Carr’s daughter); Nonny A.– 

stage 4 liver cancer metastasized to his lungs & bones. (friend of  Cynthia Filio); Gwen & 

Duane Marshall - both have Covid 19;  Lidya M.-pinched nerve in neck.; Ann Marie H.—

healing from military injury.; Leo & Ingrid M-unborn baby with heart complications is 

doing well now and may be delivered this weekend. (friends of Cynthia Filio); James B– healing from cancer 

related problems. (Linda Robinson’s co-workers dad); Joan L. reaction from a cat scratch. (Linda Robinson’s 

aunt); Myrene G. - needs work related guidance;  Bill F.– diagnosed with Covid 19 (brother of Beverly Chell); 

Jim & Lynda B. very sick with Covid 19 (Linda Robinson’s friends); Jayne G– hernia surgery recovery 

(daughter-in-law of Gary & Karen George);  Pastor Jim– severe sleep apnea; Virginia Biacsi -  hip surgery 

recovery. Linda M. - has Covid-19 (friend of Gwen & Duane Marshall); Sol - has stage 4 lung cancer that has 

metastasized to her brain. (friend of Cynthia Filio); Debie– testing for unknown weakness. (friend of Annie 

Nalapo); Daisy M. - got Covid 19 along with the whole family; (friends of Annie Nalapo); Ted B. - needs 

complete healing from COVID-19 (Scott Bledsoe’s father); Ellen Wright– healing from stomach problems. 

Jessie Ochoa– needs overall healing from a back surgery (Lidya Morrison’s brother); Rosa-working on front 

lines doing essential work with City of Glendale (Lidya Morrison’s sister-in-law);  Mark T - full recovery 

from heart problems. (nephew-in-law of Lidya Morrison); Hazel S.–multiple myeloma, COPD (friend of 

Pastor Jim); Leroy A. -strength & endurance.;  Judy S. - COPD (friend of Pat White);  Rev. Myron W.– 

healing (friend of Pastor Jim);  Barbara J.– hospice care, has lung cancer (friend of Virginia Biacsi); Forrest 

M.-comfort in his illness & Carolyn & Greg Arndt as caregivers; Norman B.– comfort & healing. (friend of 

Pastor Jim); Ernest W.– back and leg pains; Thelma M.-well being and healing from arthritis. Claude H.–

healing from heart treatments; Doug H.– uplifting and healing from cancer (Virginia Biacsi’s brother); Larry 

C. - healing from continued eye procedures & treatments; Our Church, Our U. S. Government, World Leaders 

and World Peace! Those stricken by coronavirus, addictions, natural disasters fires & hurricanes, terrorism, 

world bombings, gun violence, peaceful protestors, immigrants & families. Our men and women in the 

military and their families. All those people who work on the front lines to protect and heal us each and 

everyday! 

Missionaries: Tim Revett & Family (Paraguay) along with the pastors and ministries of the Paraguayan 

Methodist Church and the New Horizon Methodist School; Joint Commission in (Mexico); Chillah M. Waziri 

in (Nigeria). 

Nursing Home/ Hospital: Betty Batcheller, Bruce Leinbach, Irene Fleck, Shane Crum, Barbara Dugan 

Shut-ins and Homebound:  Pat White, Sadie Williams 

Military Service: Ann Marie Housen - Army Reserves Sgt. 1st Class, LTC Housen.  Kevin Cruzado -US 

Marine Corp. Medical Active Duty (Padayao’s grandson);  Alyssa Nalapo-Army Private 1st Class.              

Joys & Celebrations: There is hope on the horizon for future vaccines to combat Covid-19! Thank you to all 

our first responders during this pandemic! Stay Safe & Stay Healthy! 

Joy to the World! 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Join us in our Virtual Worship as our Children / Youth  

serenade us with a Christmas video “Joy to the World” 

Coordinated and prepared by our Children / Youth Director, Cynthia Filio. 

 

  Joy to the World! 



 
West Covina UMC 

Light the ADVENT WREATH project! 

(to count down the days) 

This is a fundraising project prepared by Linda Robinson for our                                                             

Advent Season and in                                                                                                                       

Celebration of our 66th Church Anniversary! 

Week one of Advent starts Sunday November 29th.                                                                        

The Advent Wreath Kits are $10.00 each. 

The Church 66th Anniversary Bookmarks are $5.00 each. 

The wreath kit includes your Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 2020 

Also included is an Advent Daily Devotional Calendar  

Join Us as we prepare for this Holy Season! 

You can purchase your items at the church office during work hours (Tue-Thurs. 9am-4pm) 



 

Our church year begins on the first day of Advent.  You may have noticed that our chancel 

area changes colors throughout the year. We use purple, white, green, and red.                   

Gary George is the person in charge of our beautiful Paraments! 

He has kindly arranged & written a history booklet of  

The Seasons & Colors of Worship at West Covina UMC 

If you would be interested in learning more of these cycles and the history of the various 

paraments. ...the parament booklet is available for a donation of $5.00. 

Please contact the church during office hours if you would like to receive a booklet. 

.  



Outreach Committee  - WCUMC Annual Heifer Project 

I am Hing Pang, representing the outreach committee of this church. As you know every 
year around this time our church is sponsoring the Heifer Project by opening an animal 
market where you can honor someone special with a gift of an animal sent in their name to 
a hungry family around the world.  The Heifer Project will ensure the offspring of these 
animals will be passed on to other families in need. 

This year, because of special circumstances we will not be opening the market at church. 
Instead we encourage you to shop on-line. From the attached Heifer Project Gift Order 
Form you can pick the animals you want to purchase and write down any amount you want 
to donate. Write your check payable to West Covina United Methodist church with a note to 
Heifer Project. Send or deliver your check and the order from to the church office. Also 
indicate how many special Heifer greeting cards you want and we will send them to you. 
You can mail these greeting cards to your loved ones.  

 

Name    

Address   

Number of Greeting cards needed   

Heifer Project Gift Order Form   

Gift  Amount $ 

Share of a Heifer   

Gift of Clean water   

Share of a Llama   

Share of a Water Buffalo   

Share of a Goat   

Share of a Pig   

Share of a Sheep   

Share of Rabbits   

Shares of Seedlings   

Chicks   

Ducks/Geese   

Send a Girl to school   

Irrigation Pump   

Where Most Needed   

Total Amount    

Happy Heifer Holiday Shopping! 

The gift of sheep 

helped Nar Toure 

and her family grow 

their farm in 

Senegal, and now 

they can sell food 

out of their home. 



West Covina United Methodist Church is an 

oasis for our community and a home for the 

soul...where all are WELCOMED, 

NURTURED and EMPOWERED to go forth 

and participate with God in the 

transformation of the world! 

 

 

 

West Covina United Methodist Church 

   Located at 718 S. Azusa Avenue 

 West Covina, CA 91791 

Ph: 626/ 967-7996 

 Pastor  Jim’s Cell: 808/ 346-7557 

 Parsonage: 626/ 653-9472 

Church Office Hours: Tue.-Thurs. 9am-4pm 

Worship Service Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 

9:45 am. Sunday School Classes- All Ages 

10:45 Fellowship / Welcoming! 

Prayer Room also available 

Email: pastorjim.wcumc@gmail.com 

(or) wcumcoffice1@verizon.net 

    Website: www.westcovinaumc.com    Follow us:      


